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APOLOGY 


FOR TAE 


Danger of t he Church. 


P HE Pe of doing great 200 
uſeful Actions, or the Conſidera- 
tion of having done them, muſt 
needs be Matter of Pleafute and 
bY Triumph co a Mind honeſtly 
— ambitious. It is therefore no 


little Joy to me to reflect, that 

1 Wa Weed A | Perfor of 'notable Moment and 
Significancy this Winter; by my ſtrenuous De- 
fence of High- Church, and the Trade thereof. I 
have placed its true Sons and Overſeers in 4 
ttue Light, in which every one may behold them, 
and bow down with bu Face to the Earth. 
As all pious Deeds meet wich ſome Rewatd, 
either in the internal Satisfaction of the Mind, ot 
from the Monuments of Praiſe erected by Man- 
kind to the Doer, I have no Reaſon 10 ſay that 
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(4) . 
my late Apology went without its Recompence ; 
ſince by it I have gain'd, what I ſincerely aim'd 
at, to the Genuine Prieſt bvod all due Honour, and 
to my ſelf ——<——; But it becomes me who 
am but 4 private Gentleman, to ſerve my Country 


for nothing. — 

There is, however, ſome good Fortune gene- 
rally attending the brave Man who draws in De- 
fence of the Church. . She is a lucky old Body, 
and few find Cauſe to repent of having done her 
a good Turn. I my felt, ber weak tho” volun- 
taty Champion, am two Pair of Shoes and a Bea- 


ver the richer, for wearing oùt three Pens, and 


exhauſting a Halfp'worch of Ink in her Service. 
Iſtill want a Sword-knot, and a Tooth-pick- caſe, 


which I make no Queſtion of earning in a few 


Days from the Steeple. I have for that Purpoſe, 


at this-very. Juncture, ſeventeen Papaphiees in my 
etno 


Head, all carvetl out into proper Method and 


Paragraphs, and ten of them ate already ſold to 
my Book(eller, bo purchaſes my Bram at fo 
müch a Sheet. I would willingly felt him che 
other ſeven, and throw ewo or three lite ortes 
into the Bargain; but he ſhakes his Ears, and 
ſeems to ſay, he, bas ventur d enough already. 
In this Manner. js my, pregnant Head become 
an Office, of Wit and . Manuſcriprs, to be em. 
is Ba in the Intereſt of the Sacred Brocd 
of Aaron. E ES 

- Purſuant to this I have a Project now on Foot, 
which, if duly encouraged, will tend to the uni- 
verſal Credit and Emolument of this dire 
Church. In ſhort, it is my Purpoſe to expoſe my 
Head, and the Furniture thereof, to Sale by 
Auction, at St. Pauls Chapter-houſe, on the 


15 of May next; at which Time and Place, I 


— 


hereby humbly hope and beg, the . 
- 7Þ . an 
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and Encouragement of all the Reverend Zealots 
within this Realm, The Particulars are as fol- 


lows. 3 
A CATALOGUE | 

Of unborn Pamphlets, and Satyrs, to be pub- 
iſhd as ſoon as they are brought forth, for the 
Zenefit of our Morber Church, and her . hopeful 
3oys, the Parſons. | | 
Imprims, The Nature and Neceflity of an Ec« 
Aeſiaſtical Delirium, or the Art of holy Foam« 
ng. Written in the Stile of the eloquent 
Ir. I. 12 Heines 
2. The holy Monopoly; or a new Convey- 
nce of an old Grant, ſign'd and feal'd abowe; 
Yroving the Clergy to be the natural Lords of alt 
he Women and Land in Great Britain, and the 
ightful Occupiers of both, in Spite of all Lay 
and Rent-Rolb whatſoe ver. A valuable 
Pamphlet! } bn. 
3. The Tribe of Iſachar; or an Argument to 


* 1 


prove that the Laity have a Right to no Liberty, 


but. that of being Slaves to the Clergy. To 
which is added, an Appendix, proving that the 
Parſons ought to govern the World. 

4. The Modern Paradox; or a Demonſtration 
that Ungodlineſs. may be orthodox, and a good 
Life damnable.' The whole being intended for 
4, Defence of the Reverend Dr. S———1, and 
2 Reproof to Mr. Whiſton, | | 
F. The Truth of Contradiction; or Church- 
Arithmetick, demonſtrating, Dat three x one, and 
one 1 three. 

6. The Unreaſonableneſs of underſtanding the 
Scripture. | 
7. The abſolute Neceflity of underſtanding 
our Duty to the Clergy. , 

8. The Innocence of Perjury and Rebellion, 
on one Side, 9. A 


(6): 
9. A plain Proof that Laymen may lawſully 

commit Sin, if they will pay for it, and kneel 

for Pardon to the Clergy. | | 

There are ſeveral more MSS. of the like Na- 
ture and Tendency, which may be ſeen at he 
Nace of Sale, wich che Price mark'd upon then. 
I have already confeſſed, that my humble At- 
tempts to ſerve the Church have not altogerher 
miſled their Recompence ; and if the late bleſſed 
Martyr, Iemmy Shepherd, with ſome other ortho- 
do Gentlemen, who fought and were hang'd for 
the Church, did not fare ſo merrily, it was be- 
cauſe the Clergy were not conſulted and obey'd, 
as queſtionleſs they ought to have been. But 
thus it will ever be, while the King and Parlia- 
ment are ſuffer'd to act independently on the Con- 
vocat ion. 0. 710 x 

Since therefore I have ſucceeded in my honeſt 
Endeavours, to ſet up the Parſons as che Idols of 
the Univerſe, I cannot, in Gratitude to them 
and my ſelſ, forbear purſuing my Blow, till I 
have ſatiated their holy Leachery, and Mr. Leſlie's 
Propheſy, by perſuading Mankind, to fall down 
before them, with their Faces to the Earth, and lick up 
the Duſt of their Feet, And when I have once 
oblig'd the Lay Gibeonites to be as reſped ful and 
miſerable as becomes them, the Clergy and I will 
fic down together, and ſacrifice ro Wine and 
Tobacco. h 2} 

In the mean while it ſhall be my preſent Task 
to confound Sainſayers, by. proving, That the 
Church u, and uught to be in Danger, and that it wonld 
be dangerous for her to be out of Damper. 

Bur before I proceed, I muft, for my own Se- 
curity from Cavillers, and for the greater Clear- 
neſs of my Diſcourſe, ſettle the Idea which 1 and 
all Men ought to have of the Church, by defining 
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1 
the Word. The Church then, i a (able Society of 
Gentlemen, wearing broad Hats and deep. Garments x 
who ſeſs great rf of the Wealth and Power of the 
World, and would bave All, ar @ Reward for keeping 
Mankind in decent Ignorance and Bondage. 

And now I enter upon my Deſign, with great 
ABST TR. oo To 
I own the Goſpel makes this Story of the 
Church's Danger a meer Fable; bur be it alſo 
known, that tho” our Saviour ſays the, Gates of 
Hell ſhall not prevail againſt it, aur Parſons will 
not take his Word for ir. I am ſorry with all m 
Heart, for the great Miſunderſtanding and Dif- 
ference which there are between Jeſas Chriſt and 
his Ambaſſadors, almoſt in every Point of Belief 
and Practice; and, I confeſs, it is very odd, that 
they who pretend all their Power to be from him, 
ſhould not credit his moſt ſolemn Promiſes ; but 
I ſee no Remedy for theſe Things. 

I that am a Layman, find great Comfort in be- 
ing a Chriſtian and a Believer ; and particularly 
I am ſo much of a Heretick, as to think, that 
when our Saviour faid his Father was greater than 
he, he did not tell a Word of a Lie; 1 know his 
Ambaſſadors are of another Opinion ; but 1 
have Faith in Chriſt Jeſus. 

The Danger of the Church comes from divers 
Cauſes, the principal of which I ſhall reckon up. 

And firft, common Senſe and Sobriety are 

reat Enemies to che Church. While Folks are 
ſober and rational, they can ſee about them, and 
want that large Comperency of Blindneſs which 
ſo eminently qualifies a Man for a good Church- 
man. So long as they are deſtitute of that Title 
10 Ortbodoxy, they will be attending to the Means 
of their own Intereſt and Safety, than which no 
greater Rubs can be thrown in the ' Priefthood's 
ay. 8 No: 
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Not many Years ago, when we were beating 
our Enemies, and defending our ſelves and Eu- 
rope from Chains; when Succeſs and Reputation 
attended us abroad, and we flouriſh'd in Peace 
and Security at home; an ignorant Perſon would 
think we were a happy People, and indeed we 
were ſo : But what then? Our Happineſs, Vic- 
tue, and Concord, were not only utterly incon- 
ſiſtent with the Welfare of the Church; but put 
it into terrible Danger: And therefore all her 
true Sons bent their whole Might and Zeal to te- 
lieve her by diſtracting the Nation; and their 
pious and fiery Endeavours, at laſt, made the 
People mad, and the Church fafe. Its ſtrongeſt 
Votaries, the iogenious Vulgar, drank away their 
Reaſon and Humanity, and committed Bloodſhed 
and Blaſphemy, every where, for the Church, 
with vaſt Zeal and Succeſs ; and the Church ga- 
ther'd moſt Strength when Religion and Reaſon 
had leaſt. As for thoſe Fanatical ſober Rogues, 
that kept their Senſes, they were devcutly knock'd 
down by: thoſe who were ſo Orthodox as to have 
none. At this bleſſed Tunture the Clergy had the 
Happineſs co ſee more Blood and Beer drawn for 
the Church, than ever had been before on any 
Occaſion whatſoever. And it is always an infal- 
lible Sign of the Church's Health and Proſperity, 
when the Buſineſs of Exciſe-men and Surgeons 
increaſes beyond meaſure. 
It will fall aaturallj under be Head, to obſerve 
who are the Church's beſt and ſtancheſt Friends. 
And in the. firſt Place, there are many Noble 
Lords, who are born Friends to the Church, and live 
and die in that Friendſhip; There is the little 
Lord Apemore, who has beftow'd his whole Heart 
upon Parſons and Race-Horſes. He knows no- 
Hing elſe, and, happily for the Church, 4 
h 14 or 


(9) | 
for nothing elſe. He ſeems, with St. Froneir, to 
be an implacable Foe to all human Kn 
and Charity; but he can ſay the 4thanaſian Creed, 
drink Damnation to the Whigs, and is upon' the 
whole a compleat Church- man. Lord Apemore 
was once Drinking a Health to his Horſe Frede- 
rick, and among thoſe who heard it, it wetit 
round; but when it came to the turn of a Whig 
in Company to drink, he being thick of Hear- 
ing, miſtook, and, throwing up his Hat with 
loyal Noiſe and Affection, drank Prince Frederick, 
Upon which the Peer, riſing from his Seat, Dam 
me, Sir, what d' ye mean, Sir? Dam me, Sir, d' 1 
know where you are, Sir? Dam me, Sir, we know 
no Prince Frederick here, Sir; and Dam me, Sir, we 
are drinking a better Man's Health, Sir. This ex- 
cellent Speech has gain'd his Lordſhip the Repu- 
tation of a Wit, and a brave Man, among all the 
Parſons and *Squires round the Country. 

Corpulus is another right Honourable Perſori; 
who has been a tfue Church-man from bis Cradle, 
To 4 Concuſſion in that Machine it is thought he is 
indebted for his Orthodox Principles, and his Secu- 
rity from the dangerous Influence of human Reas 
ſon. I could give ample Proofs of this, but his 
Lordſhip through the whole Courſe of his Life 
has done it to my hand. He makes a Joke of the 
King's Title, and of his own Oath to maintain 
it; he is as honourably ignorant as becomes 2 
Great Perſonage and a true Church- man, and he 
never goes to Bed without ſwallowing eight 
Quarts, and as many Thouſand Oaths. Let the 
World judge if this Man be not a cordial and ap- 
proved Friend to the Hierarchy. pe 

The Lord Syntax is paſt Forty, and lias all the 
Rules of Grammar by Heart; but notwithſtand- 
ing this great W 2 the Cuuul is not je 
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2aken off bis Face, and he is ſtill « Minor. But ba- 
ing 2 Babe in common Senſe, he is conſequently 


a tefolute High Church- man. 


Lord Gemini does likewiſe demand honourable 
mention on this Occaſion. Nature was very neg- 
ligent when ſhe made this Great Man, for he is 
an wfiniſh'd Piece of brown Earth, and his Mind (if 
he has one) tallies exactly to his Outſide. He can- 
not ſhut his Mouth, nor hold his Tongue. How- 
ever, half made as he is, he is full of bright Zeal; 
and, when he is in the Houſe, he ſeems to mean 
ſeveral Speeches for the Church, but no Mortal 
is ſo well bred as to hear him: And yet, his 
Mouth, as I ſaid, being always ready open, he 
proceeds erernally. 

I confeſs that Earl Talman, tho' he is a Church- 
man, wants two eſſential Qualifications for that 
Character : He has Senſe, and he is never drunk. 
But, quoth Cato, who had not a due Reſpect for 
Prieſthood and Tyranny : Solus Ceſar ad evertendam 
Rempublicam ſobrius advenit, To be juſt to Earl 
Talman, I grant he was twice a Whig upon valua- 
ble Conſiderations, and once out of a Pique. But 
at preſent he is a great Church-man, becauſe he 
has not a proper Reaſon to be otherwiſe. 

Lord Bowling-Green is no Fool neither, nay he 
was a Wit and a Writer during the Life of a great 
Poet, whoſe Death had ſuch an Effect upon him, 
that he has not writa Line ſince. But, tho' the 
Peer has Senſe, yet it happens ſo oddly, that he 
isla true Church-man; But malicious People pre- 
tend to give you a Reaſon for it, by alledging 
that he leans towards Infidelity, If this be true, 
the thing is not at all ſtrange. | 
I was going on with my Characters of this ſort, 
but I muſt remember that I have not now time to 
write 4 Folio. 
| From 
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From what has been ſaid, I hope it is evident 
why moſt of our Rural Squires and Purſuers of 
Foxes are excellent High Church-men, Theſe 
married Minors are all under the Dominion of 
their Wives and the Parſons, who regale one ano- 
ther with Caudle and Orthodoxy, and ſo forth, 
and govern theſe ſimple Vehicles of Worſhip and 
Nonſenſe, and mould their Hearts and their Heads 
into what Faith and Figure they pleaſe. And it 
muſt be acknowledged, to the Honour of theſe 


genuine Gentlemen, that they have an admirable 


Knack at Planting Orthodoxy in all its Branches, 
where- ever they come, | 

Andrew la Fool, Eſq; keeps ſpecial Beer, and 
has a Wife who loves the Church and all its Tac- 
kle. Andrew never dines without ſeven Parſons 
at his Elbow. 

"Squire Toby lived in a married State nine Years 
without Iſſue; he at length took a Chaplain into 
his Houſe, and now his Wife is with Child, See, 
ſays Toby, the Bleſſing that attends the keeping of @ 
Clergy-man is one's Houſe! And yet, but to pleaſe my 
Wife, I had not done is. 

am far from being ſurpriz'd that our Rural 
Members vote on all Occaſions for the Church. 
Is not fitial Duty à potent Reaſon? And is there 
no Gratitudz, nor Affection, due to the good 
Men who brought them probably into the 
World, and certainly into the Houſe ; For, aur 
Country Candidates have an Agent, to be ſure, 
if not a Father, in every Pariſh in the County, 
Je dn all the Votes in the Village under bis 
(irate. 

Nor are theſe Sons of the Caſſock, laft men» 


_ tioned, any more rebellious in their Capacity 


than in their Inclipations, Their pious and con- 
venient Ignorance is a certain Pledge for their 
B 2 Zeal 
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Zea); and theſe two are perpetually of a fize- 
"Afro the Behaviour and Practice of theſe Le- 
yitical Cubs, it is the eaſſeſt Task in the World; 


| Their whole Buſineſs is to be drunk and Orthodox. 


Having now ſhewa why ſo many Lords and 
Commons are true Church-men, I need ſay no- 
thing of the Rabble, ſince they are ſo for the 
ſame Reaſon, and therefore 'tis no wonder the 
Church has ſuch a Majority amongſt them. The 
Church, if the Mob forſake it, is undone. 

Hence it is thac for good and pious Ends I have, 
as Council for the Clergy, drawn the following 

Deed of Conveyance, which, I do not doubt, 


will be readily ſign'd and ſeal'd by the Parties 


concern d. The Purport of it is to enrich the 
Church-Intereſt with a Multitude of Perſons 
whom the Whigs may well ſpare. 

| © Whereas there are divers and ſundry well- 
© meaning ignorant Perſons in this Land, who 
* call themſelves Whigs, and yet want the neceſſa- 
5 ry Marks and Qualifications belonging to that 
* Charatter, which is maintain'd by A good Under- 
* fanding, and by a powerful Love for Truth and 


* Liberty, and, in general, by a juſt Senſe of Things ; 


And whereas the aforeſaid good and ſenlleſs 
© Perſons do originally and naturally belong ta 
* the Claſs of true Church-men, whoſe Cauſe has 
© from the beginning been ſupported by Number 
© and Nonſenſe; We therefore whoſe Names are 
* hereunto ſubſcribed, taking into our tender 
* Confideratton the Intereſt of che Clergy, do, 
* as Repreſencatives of the whole Body of Whigs 
© in Great Britain, by theſe Preſents, renounce, 
* releaſe, and for ever quit our Claim, to all 
f Boobies and Idiots who may have run blindly 
into our Party; And we do hereby freely, and 
{ of our Own meer Motion, reſigu and BP 

wh roy acreage 
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c the ſaid Fools and Nacurals unto the High 
Church of England, whoſe proper Goods and 
© Chattles they are, the ſaid Church knowin 
© full well how to apply the Blindneſs and Stupt- 
© dity of them the ſaid Aſſes co admirable and 
Orthodox Ends and Purpoſes. Witneſs our 
e Hands, Cc. 


A, B. cum Sociis ſuis. 


I have but one Scruple upon my Conſcience 
in relation to this Grant of mine in Behalf of the 
Church. I doubt ic will obſtruct the Bill for Pre- 
vent ing the Growth of Peerage, if ever it ſhould come 
in again: And, on the contrary, make many 
new Creations neceſſary to fill up the Vacancies 
it will occaſion. But let our Superiors look to 
that. The Church in the mean while ought to 
pray ſervently for Succeſs to ſuch a Bill; ſor if it 

aſs, I will be bold to propheſy, that fifty Years 
I the whole Houſe, at leaſt a great Majority, 
will be genuine Churcb- men; unleſs the ſame be firſt 
rendred intirely empty by a rigorous Execution of 
this my Conveyance. 

Another traiterous Enemy to the Church hath 
been the Weather. 1 | 

When that remarkable Phenomenon appear'd about 
three Years ſince, every one that had Or:bodox 
Eyes ſaw Armies and Champions in the Air, 
brandiſhing their Broad Swords, and threatning 
preſent Death and Deſtruction to all Fanaticks 
and Low Church-men ; yet ſo it ſnameſully hap» 

ns, that that Caravan of Tory-Clouds has neither 
1 over the Pretender, nor ſtruck any other 
Blow on the Church's ſide. 

The Wind likewiſe plaid the Truant from the 
Church, and in ſpight of the Propheſies and 
Prayers of all the Parſons and other old Women in 

5 5 a tho 


the Nation; Sir George Bing's Fleet was not ſunk. 
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| One would naturally take the Sea, by its Noiſe 
T | and Roaring, to. be an Orthodox Perſon ; but, by 
| its late great Civilities to our Ships, it ſeems to 
| have quite deſerted the Church-Intereſt, and 
tack'd about to the Whigs. | 
I happen'd to be down in Eſſex about the time 
when Sir Jobn Norris was ſent into the Baltick to 1 
detain the moderate and piqus King of Sweden G 
from that Expedition, from which our Church | 
expected great Salvation, as the Reverend Mr. f 
7 — Zealouſly phras'd it, and on Sunday I went J 
to Church. Our Parſon, after taking his Text, 
and making a Flouriſh or two about the Meaning 
of it, told us, that tho* the Doom denounced a» 
gainſt the Ships of Tarſhiſh and the ISLES, was 
an old Prophely, it might probably, nay it did 
certainly extend much further, and we were en- 
courag'd to hope great Effects from it, in this 
our day. You ſhall ſee, ſays he, and I ſpeak it from 
the Mouth of Inſpiration it ſelf, you ſhall ſuddenly ſee 
the Wonders of the Lord in the Deep. Can the Al- 
mighty proſper thoſe Ships that are the Bulwarks of 
Uſurpation , Commonwealths and Schiſm ? No, be 
cannot, be muſt not, if be be true to his own Word, if 
be has any Regard for bis own Church and People. His 
whole Sermon was to the like Purpoſe, and he 
ſeem'd to have ſtrong and Chriſtian Hopes that our 
Navy would periſh. But notwithſtanding. that 
he preach'd and foam'd with wonderful Zeal, and 
vented great Eloquence and Spittle; and not- 
withſtanding that he threaten'd the Lord, if he 
did not grant a Tempeſt ; and the People, if they 
did not pray for it; yet neither God nor the 
Weather obey'd him, and Sir John and his Squa- 
dron went in Safety. 
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In ſhort, there has not been a Blaſt of Wind, 
or a Shower of Rain theſe five Years, but what 
has been drawn, Head over Heels, into the Party 
and Intereſt of the Church. It thunder'd for the 
Church, and ſnow'd for the Church, and froze 
for the Church. And yet the Whigs who have 
got all the Money in the Nation, have ſo bribed 
the Eletnents, that they have quite forſook the 
Catholick Cauſe. We had laſt Summer, very 
hot Weather, which in the Opinion of all the 
Orthodox, boded nothing leſs to the Nation, than 
a general Famine and Peſtilence, for the Aartyr- 
dom of the bleſſed Martyr, and the keeping out of 
the Pretender. But theſe peſtilential Friends of the 
Church, though earneſtly wiſh'd for, and poſi- 
tively foretold, have not done the Church the 
leaſt Service, by laying waſte their native Coun- 
try. How often was the King's Army to have 
been frozen up in Scotland, during the late Rebel- 
lion, and moſt of the Parſons in the Kingdom 
had pawn'd their Word and Faith upon it. But 
in the Iſſue, neicher the Froſt nor the Snow help'd 
the Church and the Pretender. 

In laſt Autumn Word was brought to the Par- 
ſon of a certain Pariſh, that ſuch a Boy in the 
Village was juft then kill'd with Thunder and 
Lightning. Js be? ſays the Parſon, 1; * what 1 
always foretold, that that Boy would come to a diſmal 
End, for he went conſtantly to a fanatick Conventicle ; 
and neither I nor hu School-maſter could diſſwade bim 

om it, Ay, but Sir, reply'd the Meſſenger, who 

rought the Doctor theſe glad Tidings, Gaffer 
Pitchfork is murder'd too, with thick ſame toady 
Clap of Thunder , and you do know, Sir, be was 4 
Main Man for the Church, and fought bravely for 
putting up the Maypole, At this the Doctor ſerateh'd 
his Head, and ſaid, it « appointed te all Men once 
to die. My 
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My Landlady at Hartly Row, who is 4 good 
Churchwoman, and 17 great with the Parſon 
| of the Pariſh, is well aſſured, that the late Meteor 
1 is a viſible Judgment upon us, for our putting down the 
ii Convocation, as ſhe calls it. I hope, when his 
Vi Majeſty hears this, he will ſummon the Parſons 
1 again, to ſave us from Comets and Lightning, and 
| it to rebuke the Nation once more for Infidelity, in 
By not believing in them, and alſo to convince the 
| Biſhop of Bangor, by cenſuring him. 
1 What Pity is this, that neither the Clouds, nor 
ni the Sun, nor the Moon, nor the Stars, nor any 
I i! Thing above them, can be brought to favour the 

Cauls of the Church! | 

By Providence is likewiſe, I fear, become an Ene- 
| 1 my to High- Church; for it diſappoints her on all 
44 Occaſions. 


2 At a Time when her Foundations ſeem'd to be 
F laid deep, and her Deſigns ripe for Execution, 
on an unlucky Firſt of Auguſt, the Church's Nurſe 
died, and the Babe fainted. All the holy Trea- 
chery and Violence, uſed then by the Church's 
Friends, and all their ſeaſonable Violations of 
Treaties and Oaths, were for that Bout utterly 
| loſt, and their Conſcience and Honeſty thrown 
| away to no Purpoſe. 

This was an unkind Diſcourteſy, which I fear 
they will never forgive, and yet in about 4à Year's 
| Time afterwards, the Church was play'd ano- 
ther ſlippery Trick, as bad as the former, by the 
removing out of this mortal Life a Monarch 
who was Champion and Gladiator in chief for out 
Orthodox Clergy. 

Relying on the Faith of Treaties abroad, and 
the Obligation of Oaths at home, we were quite 
deſtitute of Forces. when the late Earl of Mar, by 
rebelling againſt his Maker and his King, in Fa- 

| Your 
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your of Popery and the Church, became the Dars 
ling of our genuine Parſons, who preſently voted 
him a righteous Inſtrument in the Hand of Provi- 
dence, to bring in the Pretender, and reſcue them 
from the inſupportable Ties of Faith and Morali- 
ty, 4 Burt ben which neither they nor their Predeceſſors 
ever would bear. And it muſt be own'd, they had 
then a tempting Opportunity to avow publickly 
their long and conſtant Perjury and Expectations 
without any apparent Danger of temporal Loſs 
(a Conſideration always uppermoſt with them) 
and yet they were ſo cautious as only to mutter 
their Hopes privately to all the World. 

The ſame French Forces which had ſo long 
contended the Prize with all Europe, had now no- 
thing elſe to do but to break the Peace, and pleaſe 
the Parſons, and replant Tyranny and Roman 
Orthodoxy amongſt us. | 

Here was now a pleaſing Proſpect for the 
Church. Mar had a large Army of invincible Highs 
landers ; a formidable Invaſion from abroad daily 
threaten'd us; we had Tumults, Madneſs, Con- 
fuſion and DiſaffeQion in every Pariſh in the Na- 
tion, and in every County a Riſing was fear'd 
and expected; and in ſhort, things were running 
into a total Diſſolution, So much had our peace- 


ful Clergy done, and ſo much had they to hope 


from their own Doings. The Church was ver 
cock-a-hoop, and held up its Head and crow'de 
By their Behaviour and Aſſurance, I dare pro- 


' Hounce that theſe pious Prace-rhakers and Ambaſſa- 


dors of the' meek Jeſus, would not have taken 4 
Compoſition of three Parts in four of the Church- 
Land for their Hopes of the Pretender and the 
whole. They were even ſure of their Point. 
There is a Parſon in Somerſetſhire (to name no 
more) who from the — had ray'd ** 
5 ä un- 
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Sunday with great Zeal and Devotion againſt 
Foreigners. He had ſworn to King William, and 
hated him, and ſpread the ſame Hatred through 
the whole Pariſh, every one of whom he had de- 
| bauch'd with Drunkenneſs and Diſſoyalty. Up- 
on his Majeſty's Acceſſion, he likewiſe ſwore to 
him and abus'd him, renewing with greater Vi- 
rulence than ever his Imprecations upon Foreig- 
ners. In one of his Sermons he had this Expreſ- 
ſion. ; Suppoſe the Time ſhould come when we ſhall have 
a King that does not underſtand the Common Prayer, 
what think we will become of the poor Church ? This 
excellent Chriſtian, when he thought the Invaſi- 
on and Deſolation, which he had long wiſhed to 
his native Country, were at hand, began to tell 
his People, that there was a wide Difference between 
ſome Foreigners and others, and that as they ought to 
abhor, and even deſtroy, ſuch of them as were the open 
or ſecret Enemies of the Church, ſo it was their Duty to 
bonour and entertain, and even to divide their Subſtance 
with ſuch Foreigners as came to ſave it. This was 
Hint enough, and the Doctrine was ſo clear, that 


a pretty young Girl ask'd her Mother, who had 


as much Knowledge as her ſelf, Whether theſe brave 
Outlandiſh Men would marry with us poor Engliſh 
Volk ? 

Wich ſuch ſort of Management it is no wonder 
that the poor Orthodox Vulgar are work'd up 
into the greateſt, Credulity and Rage. I have met 
wich ſome of them who thought it no Sin to 
murder the Hanoverians, for that, they ſaid, they 
were Men- Eaters : And when I ask'd them how 
they came to know fo much of the Hanoverians, 
they anſwer'd, Ob, our Parſon has told us enough 0 


they ! Nay, ſome of them believe that his Maje- 


ſty eat up all the Children he ever had, except 
the Prince, and they pretend to tell you how 
. 12 


30 


| .. Ca TAS 
His Royal Highneſs was faved from the ſame 
Fate. | 220 
To ſome of the Clergy alone appertains the ſa⸗ 
cred Right of doing well by deceiving, and of 
romoting Ruin, Ignorance and War for the 
BN of the Church; and ſuch are the Men 
whom the Nation pays to propagate Truth and 
Morality, and maintain Peace | 
I will not here pretend to make an exact Com- 
putation and Compariſon between the Number of 
the well affected and ill affected Parts of the Cler- 
gy ; but I am not at all appriz'd that I wrong 
them, if I venture to ſay, that not one in ſeven 
of theſe conſcientious Paſtors open'd his Mouth 
againſt the late Rebellion in the Weſtern Coun- 
cies. | | 
In the Pulpit they either ſay nothing of his 
preſent Majeſty, or that which is much worſe 
than nothing ; whereas in the late Reign they 
were ſo blaſphemouſly loyal, that they ſeem'd to 
have forgot Jeſus Chriſt, to preach up the 
— n. as: 5 
But I was ſaying, that at one Functure, I mean 
during the Rebellion, the Hopes and Views of 
our Genuine Clergy were in a promiſing Poſture, 
and very near fylfilling, and many of them were 
ſo diſcerning as to ſee the Finger of God in the 


Rebellion, and they became Sureties every where 


for Providence, that it would go through with 
the Work which they had begun. But Providence 
had deſerted them, and has never returned fince. 
And thus Providence refuſes to aid, though ſo 
often commanded, the Intereſt of Perjury and 
Rebellion, though they are both ſo evidently for 

the Good of the Church. 
do not know whether they may not, in their 
private Junto's and Cabals, have come to a Reſo- 
Ga lution, 


(20) 


lution, that Providence is 2 Schiſmatick ; and 


the more, becauſe it is plain, that both Provi- 

1 dence, and the Author of Providence, are irre- 
Fi! claimable Diſſenters from the Principles and Pra- 

0 ctices of High · Church. They ſeem to be ſo ſen- 
vi; ſible of this, that they have long ſince diſplac'd 

| i che Almighty, as much as in them lies, from any 


Power or Concernment in this World or the other, 
having dubb'd themſelves Gods and Forgivers ; 
[ and exerciſing with Authority all the great Offi- 
W ces of Omnipotence. 
(i: The Biſhop of Bangor too, is the Occaſion of 
'H no ſmall Terror to the Church, and in Confede- 
bi racy with her mortal Foes ; marching, as he does, 
Ut ar the Head of Truth, Reaſon, Scripture and 
1 Sincerity, and the like fanatical Fellows, who 
have the Hereſy and Impudence to eſpouſe an 
Intereſt diametrically oppoſite to that of the Con- 
vocation. 

This ill advis'd Biſhop is ſo romantick and fro- 
ward, as to think, that the Clergy ought to de- 
part from ſeveral Points, which, though they are 
bloody Antagoniſts to the Spirit of the Goſpel, 
yet do evidently tend to the Glory of the Church, 
His Lordſhip ridiculouſly believes, that when a 
Man is a good Man, though in ths Particular he 
differs widely from the Parſons, yet God will have 
Mercy upon him. Burt, to filence this perverſe 
Writer for ever, let him know that theſe Clergy 
have endeavour'd to pluck God's own Keys our 
of his Hands, and to hinder him from ſhewing 
Mercy, or opening Paradiſe, if he would. They 
like Sine Cures fo well, that they have a Mind to 
make the Almighty's Government a Sine Curg 

too. Are not 2 Prieſts brave Fellows, who 
would make their Maker a Minor, and themi- 
ſelves his Directors and Guardians? When his 
; Lords 


— — 2 — _ 
— — — * 
—— 
* 


rn 3 3 > 
_—— : 
* 


— 
— ——— ' 


—ͤ—Iͤ—— — Pot 
— 1 


MY — 
p ———p—r—Üf 


—— N f 
— ——— — — . 2 * _ _ - - -— Jp. — 
. . —— —⏑—— ee - cn. af 


= — — 
ES 2=.. 


—— ³¹1ꝛ 7p Ie 
5 : 8 F _ 
? 5 2 1 * wo VE : 1 8 o 
y 3 pp 4g N 5 5 2 2 * . 4 . 
- r * 58 — ; * 
4 4 1 


$5 " 922 — 
A — 
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Lordſhip is inform'd of this, I hope he will drop 
the Controverſy. | | 

The Biſhop is alſo grievouſly deceiv'd in ano- 
ther Inſtance ; He is of Opinion chat the Clergy 
ought to be the Propagators and Defenders of 
Liberty and the Goſpel. See here the Ignorance 
of a Father of the Church ! He does not know 
that Chriftianity may be at the laſt Gaſp, and 
yet the Church in a moſt flouriſhing Condition. 

I could mention many more Miſtakes of the 
Biſhop's ; and particularly be is ſo ill a Church- 
man, as to think there is ſome Force in Oaths, 
and that they who take them ſhould not altogether 
break them. But as his Lordſhip is out-voted, 
ppon this Article, by a vaff Majority of moſt Or- 
thodox Teachers, I cake it he deſerves no other 
Confutation: Beſides, this is a ſort of Reaſon» 
ing which he is us'd to. 

There is no doubt a very good Reaſon to be 
given, why theſe Reverend Examples of Truth 
and Piety play with Oaths, and call upon the 
tremendous Name of God to a Lie. They them- 
ſelves ſay it is for Bread, though ſome others 
think it is for Drink. However that be, it is plain 
Perjury is but a ſmall Fault, if any. Now ſup- 

oſe His Majeſty, taught by the Church, ſhould 
break his Oath, and ſeize its Poſſeflions, I know 
the Parſons are ſo reaſonable à Sort of People, 
that they would never upbraid His Majeſty far 
walking in their Steps, and being forſworn. But 
I doubt, His Mafeſty is ſo much of a King, and 
a Chriſtian, that he will never be brought to fol- 
low his Clergy in this Path. 

Before I have done with this Head, I muſt 
give the Parſons one Caution. I beg them for the 
Time to come, never to upbraid any Body with 
the Practice of Occaſional Conformiey ; ſince 

| probably 
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probably ſome bitter Presbyterian, who does not 
honour the Cloth, may give them to underſtand, 
that it is almoſt as innocent to take the 'Church-Sacra- 
ment for a Place, as it is to be forſworn for a Living. 

The Happineſs of Mankind is moreover. a 
great and powerful Antagoniſt to the Church. 

Here in England we enjoy ſuch a ſhameful 
Share of Wealth and Liberty, that it is no Won- 
det at all our Clergy are perpetually grumbling. 
If we were but ſo reaſonable and orthodox as to 
part with all our Subſtance and Privileges 0 them, 
it is almoſt probable, that theſe our good Guides 
to Miſery and Salvation, would grow content 
and eaſy, which it is impoſſible for Men of their 
Spirit and Pretenſions to be; ſo long as we are 
o ſaucy and heterodox as to be rich and free. 

In the Territories of the Church abroad, the 
Prieſts enjoy the great good Fortune of having 
never a happy Layman under their Dominion ; 
and having beſide, the Power of Fire and Sword, 
there is not a ſingle Schiſmatick, nor the Appear- 
ance of Hereſy and Knowledge amongſt them; 
but Church-Affairs go on in a bleſſed Courſe of 
Tyranny, Sodomy, and Stupidity, without Rub 
or Diſturbance. Can any one wonder that our 
zealous Clergy are tempted to an Imitation of 
ſuch a pious Pattern of genuine Church- Power and 
Plenty, where the Bible is locked up, and the 
Laity ſtarve ? 

The Nature of our Government and Conſtitu- 
tion, brings alſo no ſmall Danger to the Church. 

In this Country the Orthodox Clergy cannot ex- 
communicate and damn a Man, but preſently the 


HFererodox Law grants him a Replevin. Beſides, 


we have ſeveral other Bars to the Felicity of the 
Church: We have a Parliament, and we have 
Trade, and, which is worſe than all, the Con- 
vocation 


{ 
( 
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vocation cannot do what they pleaſe, and the 
King will not part with his Prerogative to pro- 
rogue them. So that the Law on one Side, and 
the Prerogative on the other, grind the poor Churgh 


between the upper and the nether Milſtone, as Mr. Leſlie 


emphatically complains. | 

There is one Inſtance particularly, in which 
the Prerogative bears hard upon the Church. The 
Parſons, you muſt know, to prove themſelves a 
well-born People, go for their Parentage ſeven- 
teen hundred Years backwards, and father then- 
ſelves upon the Apoſtles. Now not being able to 
prove this, either by Record, or Reſemblance, they 
have given Occaſion to ſome profane Folks to Al- 
ledge, that the Prieſts muſt needs. be Baftards, 
becauſe their Parents utterly diſown them, and they 
are kept by the Pariſh. But they, on the other hand, 
ſcorning to part with their Apoſtolick Birth, have 


forged out a vaſt Chain, long Fred to hold ten 


Millions of Foxes, and this they call the Cbain 
of Succeſſion ; one End of which is tied to the Apo- 
feles, and the other to themſelves ; and it reaches 
from Feruſalem to Lambeth, taking Rome in its 
Way. This is an important, and even miraculous 
Chain; for, thojgh it has frequently been hroke, 


and there are Gaps in it ſeventy Years long, yet 


it has never been. once interrupted to this Day. It is 


like Ailton's Bridge, built by Sin and Death over the 


Chaos, wonderful and inviſible. It is Pity this Car 
ble: rope of Succeſſion ſhould lie thus incog, when, 
in the Opinion of Higl- Church, the whole Hie- 
rarchy hangs by it. It is, therefore, no wonder 
they maintain it with moſt Apoſtolick Wrath and 
Obſftinacy.., , 25 ; 4 | . * * 7 

But even hete now, in the momentous Point, of 
Succeſſion, the Prerogative breaks in upon the 


Caſſock, and the King, who. is, but a Lay- mas, 
i ee | creates 
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R. 
dreates Biſhops, and, by this Act of his, does, 33 
it were, beget Sons and Heirs to the Apoſtles. This 
is a ſad Encroachment upon the Privileges of 
the Parſons, who have, doubtleſs, a Divine Right 
to breed each other. I know they pretend they {till 
chuſe their Biſhops, and, on that Occaſion mock 
God with Prayers, as if they really did. Thus 
an Apothecary's Boy, or an old Woman, by or- 
der of the Doctor, adminiſters a Clyſter ; and, 
if a Cure enſues, the Boy or the old Woman was, 
forſooth, the Phyſician. 

There are many other Faults in our Laws, in 
Relation to the Church, of which the Prieſthood 
have juſt Reaſon to complain. Smithfield is turn'd 
into a meer Market, where Bullocks are butch- 
er'd inſtead of Hereticks, and the Clergy are never 
again like to be complimented with a Burnt Offer- 
ing from thence ; and a Diſſenter may now be ſo 
ſaucy as to worſhip God, and the Parſon cannot 

niſh him for it; and the Laity ate ſuffer'd to 
believe, that the revealed Will of God is not hid ; 
and there is a dangerous Opinion 1 among 
us, that the Almighty will not tumble us into Hell, for 
Sincerity, and well-meaning : And, to add no more 
the Clergy have not the Government of all 
Thiogs. AY | 

The next Thing I ſhall mention, which has 
adminiſter'd great Grief and Danger to the Church, 
is, the High Duty upon French Wine and Brandy. 
This Grievance is ſufficient ro make all the genuine 
Parſons in England Malecontents. For, though 
they drink Malt Liquor in great Quantities, and 
though that be of a windy Nature, and is a great 
Help co Zeal, yer a Dram is the Life of Orthodoxy, 
and Claret is clear Wit, to uſe their own waggiſh 
Stile. I know a Parſon who drinks nothing but 
Small Beer, and he is a Whig, as one may eaſily 

imagine, 
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imagine, and unleſs he change his Liquor in Or- 
der to change his Principles, he is like to conti- 
nue a Whig till Doomſday. So much does the 
Church loſe by 4 ſober Son 

Another Cauſe from which the genuine Church- 
men are in great Danger, is, a Reformation of 
Manners, which would ſtrip them of many pret- 
ty Liberties, and force upon them the Bitterneſs of 
Morality, which is too ſtrong Meat for :beſe Babes. 
As Orthodoxy and Lewdneſs are often the lovingeſt 
Neighbours in the World, it muſt needs go to 
their Heart to be parted: 

In Popiſh Countries, for Example, where the 
Clergy ofcen fall into ſuch Carnal Crimes and Co- 
pulations, as our ſpotleſs Society of Saints here at home 
do abhor ; Would it not be a heavy judgment up- 
cn a picus Prieſt co be ſtripp'd at once of his Where 
and his Altar ? And then, Would not an Embargo 
on Toping, in the ſame Countries, have an Aſ- 
pect every Bit as terrible cowards the Church? 
For, there are, beyond Sea, ſuch Monſters as drunk- 
en Prieſts ; though my Country men, who never 
ſee ſuch Sights here in England, may imagine I 
talk wildly. And now for an honeſt tipling Price, 
who would as freely ſuffer Death as Thirſt, to be 
thus reformed our of his Bottle, and divoreed from 
his croney Barrel, would be downright P:rſecution, 
and wound the Church through bis Sides. 

A Reformation is likewiſe ſo tyrannical and 
hard hearted, as to oblige the Clergy to live as if 
there was really ſomething in Religion, - beſide 
Farce and Tithes ; and it expects too that theſe ſpi- 
ritual Militia, ſhould be, at leaſt, now and then 
upon Duty, and not live idle above ſix Days in 
ſeven, and upon the ſeventh, not above nineteen 
Hours in four and twenty. 
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Beſides, 2 Reformation would be for reviving 
5 the Force of Scripture Laws, which bear won- 
ſl) tou: hard upon the Clergy. I remember, par- 
1 ticularly, the third Chapter to Timothy lays ſuch 
14 intolerable Injunctions and Reſtraints upon them, 

Wil as muſt needs be as far from the Liking of the ge- 

Ii; »uine Parſons, as I am ſure they are from their 

104 Practice; for the foreſaid Chapter expects they 
| | | ſhould be no Brawlers, nor Strikers, nor greedy of filthy 
I! Lucre, nor given to Mine; nor lifted up with Pride; 

— 1 but, on the contrary, that they ſhould be blameleſs, vi- 
it! unt, ſober, of good Bebaviour, and apt to teach; and 
bi 1 know not how many more Impoſſibilities. 

19 A Gentleman in this City, whoſe Heart is ſet 

. upon a Reformation of Manners, gave me not 

| lorg ago, the Peruſal of his Creed, out of which 

it I -orew the following dangerous Poficions, and 

U now l publiſh them, that the genuine Clergy may 

guard againſt chem. | 
-1. He believes that a Man may be ſaved by ad- 
hering tonaked Truth. and plain Religion. 

2 That ic is not damnable, not to believe what 
| we cannot believe. 

3. That Chriſtianity. is as good a Man as Or- 
thodoxy, ſaving the Judgment of the Clergy. 

4. That it is poſſible tor a Paſtor to have Grace 
in his Heart, though he has ne'er a Roſe in his 
Hat, and that he may tell Truth, and inſtruct the 
People, though he be not wrapped up in twenty 
Ells of Holland. | 

5 That an innocent Infant may be ſaved, with- 
out a Parſon's dropping Water upon its Face; 

6. That a well diſpoſed Perſon may eat Bread, 
and drink Wine, in Remembrance of our Saviour's 
Death, without the Prieſt's Form of Words, which 
yet do not change the Elements, which yet are a- pro- 
per Sacrifice, Which yet is not Fleſh and Blood. | 

IJ | 7. That 
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J. That God may poſſibly pardon a repenting 
Sinner, though the Parſo# do not abſolutely give 
his Conſent, and order bim ſo to do. at 92) 
8. Thar a Man may venture to underſtand the 
underſtandable Parts of Scripture. | l 

9. That there is ſuch a Thing as a ſcrupuloas 
Conſcience ; With Submiſſion to the P wſons. , — * 

10. That'a Man may keep his Oath co King 
George, and yet not be damn d for it; again Javing 
the Opinion and Pract ice of High-Church.  , * 

17. That the Clergy, as well as others, would 
be better, if they had fewer Faults. N 

12. That Diſſenters are our Fellow. Creatures. 

13. That Religion is a Rational Thing. 

My Acquaintance above-mention'd holds all 
theſe and more ſuch heretical Notions, which, 
were they tolerated, would bring no ſmall Danger 
to the Church. But, | hope, her genuine Sons will 
continue their Zeal, and defend her againſt them 
all. 107 | | 

Among many other Cauſes which I could aſ- 
ſign for the Danger of the Church, I fhall men- 
tion but two; and theſe are two Holy Days, the 
3oth of January, and the 29th of Miy ; a Couple 
of Days that ſend. many a pious Prieſt to meet 
his Fate. Then ic is that our' Orthodox Parſons 
exert their Wrath and Eloquence with huge Might 
and Suczeſs. They demoliſh the Whig:, and then 
kill themſelves with Joy and Drinking. Cups and 
Carouſals, ſucceed to Zeal and Scolding, and 
many an able-bodied Levite ſacrifices his Sobri- 
ety and his Tabernacle, to the Health and Con- 
fuſion of the Church and Low-Church- Men. 
They ſend Diffenters to the Devil, but go firſt 
themſelves, to rell him they are coming. 

Thus half the genuine Clergy lay Hands upon 
themſelves, and pour their own Deaths down 

D 2 their 
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their Throats. Some of them depart ſpiced wich 
right Nantz,, others ſows'd in October, — pick- 
led in Florence, and many ſteep'd in Oxford- Ale. 
Ab theſe drunken Holydays ! (ſays my witty Friend, 
Dr. Byfield) no Body gets by them but Lucifer and tbe 
Exciſemen. They bave turn d the whole Year into an 
idle Fubilee, and the Common-Prayer-Book into an Al- 
manack. I bate their ſuperſtitions Trumpery—— It i. 
only the Whore of Babylon in an Engliſh Vixor, and 


the Pope in a Periwig. I remember the Time, when 


we neither minded Surplices nor Saints Day:; and then ! 
Drunkenneſs was. ſemt to the Stocks, and Whoring to 
the Houſe of Correct ion. But now ! the Prieſts are 
gone aſtray, and the People follow them. 

I am acquainted with a Reſſcrucian in this Town, 
who holds a Correſpondence with the other World, 
and in it with Hugh Peters particularly, from whom 
he lately received the following Epiſtle, a Copy 
of which he gave me. As ic is the newef and beſt 
Apolegy that ever was made for Drunkenneſs, I 
prog, fo publiſh it, ſor the peculiar Service of my 
Eccleſiaſtical Clients. | ; 

To the truly illuminate, and ſublimate by the Sym- 
phemy of the Spirit of Eſſence, bright above Brightneſs, 
and Bloſſom of inviſible Knowledge, Jacob Fitz Beh- 
men, living in the World; Hugh Peters, a viſiona- 
ry Elett, wiſheth Perpetuity of Permanence. 

Lou tell me that your Friend, the Doctor, 
© drinks and decays apace, and that we Ghoſts may 
© ſoon expect his Company, he being already al- 
© moſt one of w, I am glad of the News, and 
* ſhall be pleas'd to ſee him. But I cannor with 
* youcondemn him for ſwallowing ſo much Bran- 
* dy and Wine : On the contrary, I applaud 
him, for his artful Seaſoning of himſelf with 
* hor Liquors for his Removal into this warm 
* Climaie, where, let me tell you, *tis Dog-days 
© all the Year, ” 
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© It was for want of this extreme Un#ion, that 
Julias Ceſar (the ſobereſt Tyrant and Whore- 
maſter in the World) was plagued with the dry 
Gripes half a Century af er his Arrival on chis 
ſide the Grave. Alexander the Great, by Re- 
port, was Wiſer, for tis a Tradition here, that 
his Ghoſt came reeking from a drunken Feaſt, 


like a Butterfly preſerved in Spirit of Wine. 


Many great Men, and Judges of the Exrth, have 
tried the ſame Expedient with comfortable Suc- 
ceſs: But above all other Species of Mortals the 
Reverend the Clergy, my Brotber- Trade, who 
underſtand their Intereſt in the per World, the 
beſt of all other Characters or Cyaſis whatſo- 
ever, are not wanting in Foreſight and Sagacity 
to fortify themſelves with hot Liquors and bor 


Sermons, againſt the Influence of this hot Re- 


gion. You know while they are in your World, 
they are great Monopolizers of Fire and Brim- 
ſtone, and when they come hither we do not 
grudge them their own Commodity. 
It is from this Tribe of Men chiefly we have 
an Account of what is doing on the ſunny Side of 
the Globe; for, being all profeſs'd Politicians and 
Newſmongers, we find them the beſt Intelligen- 
cers imaginable. Beſides, they are conffontly 
coming, and by that Means, we never want Ad- 
vices. So that whenever we ſpy a black Ghoſ 
ſtalking towards the Ferry, we all cry out, with 
one Mouth, 2 Mail from Mankind ! 5 
© Ar ail Seaſons of the Year we have them pretty 
thick ;, but it is incredible what Gluts of them 
arrive 6 few Days after the 3otb of January, and 


ö the 29th f May. And the Reaſon is obvious; 


for 


Here Friend Hugb falls into the ſame Obſerva- 
tions Which I have already made, and ſhews, — 
* 
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yond Contradiction, how his Brother-Trade, as he 
calls them, kill themſelves with Preaching and 
Debauchery, at theſe High-Church Tides, Nothing 
ſo quickly deſtroys the Conftitution, and the Un- 
derſtanding, as Brandy, and Tobacco, and Zeal. 
+ I have now, I may modeſtiy boaſt, fully prov'd 
the Danger of the Church; and, by afligning 
the true Cauſes of that Danger, I am the only Ad- 
vocate ſhe'has, who have not lyed upon this Occa- 
fion, ſeeing all the numerous Aſſertors of her boly 
Peril, who went before me, do, in. the Account 
they give thereof, fib moſt outragiouſly ; though I, 
who am not of their Order, dare by no Means ſay 


ſo. Theſe Men lay all the Blame of this Matter 


upon Infidels and profane Perſons ; but | can never 
join with them in ſuch an unreaſonable Charge; 
for I cannot think it at all likely that the Clergy 
would wilfully murder their own Mother, and ſo be 
guilty of Manſlaugbter. 1 | 
+, My next Task is to prove, that the Church ought 
fo be in Danger, and this I ſhall do by ſhewing, bat 
ſhe. gets by it. 7 
i» Pity is a potent Paſſion, and whoever has the 
Art of gaining it, ſeldom fails to draw our Af- 
fections along wicth:it. Now the. Church having 
vo other Way of being belov d but to be pitied, ſhe 
muſt, in Order to that, appear exceeding miſera- 
ble and woful. FT | | 
- Miſery. is often the greateſt, and ſometimes, the 
on:y Merit, which attends Perſons and Things: 
For Proof of this, I never ſaw a Rogue going to 
be hanged, though ever ſo wicked and ugly, but 
he was firſt pitied, and then praiſed ; eſpecially by 
the Women, who have a ſtrange Bidls ro weeping 
and being deceiv'd. | : 
Hence it proceeded, that when the Doctor and 
2:5 High-Church were both thought in 4 hopeful: 


Way 
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Way to the Gallows, our Orthodox Compaſlion got 
the better of our Heretical Reaſon, and the Champion 
merited our Mercy, meerly by meriting a Halter. 
The Church, therefore, if ſhe would be ſafe,muſt 
be always in Danger; while ſhe is ſo, our Concerns 
for the old Woman in Diſtreſs, will throw Duſt in 
the Eyes of our Underſtanding, and eff:ually, 
prevent a Diſcovery of her Nakedneſs and IVrinkles. ' 
And now, to conclude, what remains but that 
the Danger of the Church, which is grown ſo ne- 
ceſſary to her well being, be eſtabliſhed by a Ca- 
non, and made the thirty renth Article of ber Faith, to 
be believed on Pain of Damnation ? In the mean 
while, let me aſſume to my ſelf che juſt Glory of 
having ſtarted the Deſign of ſuch an Article, by 
ſhewing its Reaſonableneſs. | 
Laſtly, loving Reader, let me acquaint thee in a 
few Words, with my own Uſefulneſs and Impor- 
tance, which makes me, indeed, a little proud, 
but not @ Bit vain: | ET 
And in the firſt Place, I have written a match- 
leſs Defence of Prie/tcraft, a Task never attempted 
before. And yer the Maſters and Guardians of that 
noble Science, have proved but unthankful Clients, 
and even rail'd at me, their Apologiſt, moſt unmer- 
cifully, and indeed unanſwerably. But I have al- 
ways obſerved, that Orthodoxy has admirable Talents 
for ſelling of Oyſters. J am, in particular, beholden 
to a great Doctor, famous for Paunch and Princi- 
ples, who preach'd a whole Sermon againſt me, 
in which he foam'd and revil'd, beyond a Poſſibi- 
lity of Reply. Lord love him, if poſſible, it is the 
only Way of Reaſoning he knows. HER 
I have likewiſe been moſt chriftianly curd in 
many other Pulpits, with the fame Force of Bit- 
terneſs and Lungs. Bleſs me, that my loving 
prieſtly Friends will not be taught more Wit! I had 
been rallying a Sort of Men who are very ſad Tel 
* | 89090 Jo's Yo 21 lows, 
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lows, and ſhameful Enemies to Conſcience, Truth, and their 
Country; and preſently up ſtart the Lord's Ambaſſidors, 
and cry, we are the Men, damn ihe Author. At ſuch odds 
are they with common Se1i.ſe, and the Mercy of God ! 

Secondly, I have convinced ſeveral Laymen. that there u 
anothe- God beſide the Clergy, tho' they had lived long in Ig- 
norance as to that Point. And I have Advice from divers 
Counties in England, that when the Parſons cock their Bea- 
vers, and give themſelves Airs, the Country Folks cut them 
down with a Text out of Parſon Alberoni, When a Vicar in 
Kent the other * ſent his Clerk to a ſenſible Clown iu the 
Pariſh, to demand his Faſter· Duet on Pain of Excommunication, 
What, ſays Ralfgh to Sternhold, I warrant er, you come Am- 
Jaſſador now from the Lord's Receiver General, don't you? And 
the chief Inhabitants of a Pariſh in Surry, have ſenta Leiter 
to their Doctor here in Town, begging him, if bi Belly be 
wot 100 full, to come down and preach among them, and 
not to affront them any longer with bu Fourney- man. 

Thirdly, I have confert'd Reputation upon ſix and fifty 
Aurhors, every one of whom was graciouſly pleas'd to write 
my Book after it was in Print, and they are heartily welcome. 
All their other Woiks, when once they got into the Corner 
of a Bookſeller's Shop, grew rickety for want of handling, and 
ſo could never travel over the Counter, till a Grocer's Prentice 
carried away the Felpleſs Creatures in a charitable Wheel-bar- 
row, Seven of theſe worthy Gentlemen, and one of them a 
grave Counſellor inthe Temple, confeſs'd ro me that they 
were the Authors of the 4zology, but mode fly begg'd me 
not to diſcover them. I muſt however thank the bu: tiful 
Mr. P— H-—, for his uncommon Goodneſs in adopting 
my poor father leſi Child, as ſoon as it was brought forth into 
the publick. I fear it is more than ever I ſhall be able to 
do for one of bu. : 

I am told that one of theſe Fathers of my Pampblet, threat- 
ens to break Squares with the Court, becauſe they have not 
yer rewarded him with a thouſand Pounds a Year, But, I 
doubr, this 1 Pilferer of my Parts and Performance, 
is too haſly, hy, even I, who have wiitten full four 
Half Sheezs for the Good of my ſelf and my Country, am 
not yet Lo'd High Admital, nor have fo much as the Prof- 
fer of a Flue Garter ; which ſo diſcontents me, that I will 
write no more theſe three Days ; but then I will ſet abour 
my Apology for great Men, in which I will prove them to be 
the civilleſt Creatures breathing to their own publick Perſons, 
Reader, Adicu, for a Foringhi. 

.S. 7 acknowledge the former Part of this Book da, been 11id 
at the Door of a Gentleman or two, wh:ſe Names do me Hon aur. 
1 wiſb chey nay be as = pms - _ Occafion as 1 am, 


